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New York, 2 April 2013 

 

Mr. President, 

 

I am delivering this political declaration on behalf of the following States, without prejudice of 

their own individual views: 

 

 Albania 

 Antigua and 

Barbuda 

 Austria 

 The Bahamas 

 Barbados 

 Belize 

 Belgium 

 Benin 

 Bulgaria 

 Burkina Faso 

 Cape Verde 

 Chad 

 Chile  

 Colombia 

 Côte d'Ivoire 

 Croatia 

 Cyprus 

 Czech Republic 

 Denmark 

 Dominica 

 Dominican 

Republic 

 El Salvador 

 Estonia 

 Finland 

 France 

 Gambia 

 Germany 

 Ghana 

 Greece 

 Grenada 

 Guatemala 

 Guinea 

 Guinea Bissau 

 Guyana 

 Haiti 

 Honduras 

 Hungary 

 Iceland 

 Ireland 

 Italy 

 Jamaica 

 Latvia 

 Liechtenstein 

 Liberia 

 Lithuania 

 Luxembourg 

 Madagascar 

 Malawi 

 Mali 

 Malta 

 Marshall Islands 

 Mauritius 

 The Federated 

States of 

Micronesia 

 Monaco 

 Morocco 

 Mexico 

 Montenegro 

 Mozambique 

 Nauru 

 The Netherlands 

 New Zealand 

 Niger 

 Nigeria 

 Norway 

 Palau 

 Panama 

 Papua New Guinea 

 Paraguay 

 Peru 

 Poland 

 Portugal 

 Republic of Korea 

 Romania 

 Rwanda 

 Saint Lucia 

 Saint Kitts and 

Nevis 

 Saint Vincent and 

The Grenadines 

 Samoa 

 San Marino 

 Senegal 

 Serbia 

 Seychelles 

 Sierra Leona 

 Slovakia 

 Slovenia 

 Solomon Islands 

 South Africa 

 South Sudan 

 Spain 

 Suriname 

 Sweden 

 Switzerland 

 Timor-Leste 

 Togo 

 Trinidad and 

Tobago 

 Turkey 

 Uruguay 

 Vanuatu 
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New York, 2 April 2013 

 

 

Mr. President, 

 

Today the General Assembly has made a historic achievement: it has adopted the Arms Trade 

Treaty. This would not have been possible without the hard work of the President of the Final 

UN Conference on the ATT, Ambassador Peter Woolcott, and of his team, as well as of the 

Facilitators, who for the last two weeks conducted the negotiation process in an open and 

transparent manner.   

 

After years of hard work culminating today, we have produced a strong text that fulfills the 

mandate given to us by this General Assembly. We believe that an effective implementation of 

this Treaty will make a real difference for the people of the world.  

 

This Treaty prohibits conventional arms transfers when they would violate relevant international 

treaty obligations, including those contained in human rights treaties. The Treaty also prohibits 

all transfers of arms that would be used in the commission of genocide, crimes against humanity 

or war crimes in all types of armed conflict. 

 

Any transfer that has the potential to lead to negative consequences, such as serious violations of 

human rights or international humanitarian law, shall not be authorized. Furthermore, the risk of 

diversion has to be assessed. 

 

The Treaty would allow us to regulate all international transfers of all conventional arms. 

National control lists should be comprehensive.  

 

The Treaty enhances transparency and strengthens accountability by making key information 

available. 

 

We know that the final text does not fully meet everyone’s expectations. However, the Treaty 

enables us to make it stronger, and through its implementation, to adapt it to future 

developments. We look forward to working with all future State Parties to make it so. 

 

This is just the beginning. The hard work starts now. We must secure the rapid entry into force of 

this historic Treaty and implement it as soon as possible.  

 

At the beginning of this process we set out to make a real difference in people’s lives. This 

continues to be our commitment, which we will carry out through the implementation of this 

Treaty. 

 

Thank you. 


